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Nara literature (before 794) Before the introduction of kanji from China, Japanese had no writing system. It is
believed that Chinese characters came to Japan at the very beginning of the fifth century, brought by
immigrants from the mainland of Korean and Chinese descent.
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Early Modern Japanese (&¢'a,—ae—¥aewme-e2Z, kinsei nihongo) is a stage of the Japanese language following
Middle Japanese and preceding Modern Japanese. It is a period of transition in which the language sheds
many of its medieval characteristics and becomes closer to its modern form.
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Dramatic literature, the texts of plays that can be read, as distinct from being seen and heard in
performance.. The term dramatic literature implies a contradiction in that literature originally meant something
written and drama meant something performed.Most of the problems, and much of the interest, in the study
of dramatic literature stem from this contradiction.
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