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Advancing the Ball by Temple University Professor of Law N. Jeremi Duru recounts the drive that took place
in the last decade to reverse the longstanding inequitable treatment by the National Football League (NFL) of
African-American coaching candidates.
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Oxford University Press, 2011, Pp.viii+204. Index and notes. $24.95 cb, $19.95 pb. Over the last eighty
years, the National Football League (NFL) has been a heralded Ameri-can institution.
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Featuring an impassioned foreword by Coach Tony Dungy, Advancing the Ball offers an eye-opening,
first-hand look at how a few committed individuals initiated a sea change in Americaâ€™s most popular sport
and added an extraordinary new chapter to the civil rights story.
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Advancing the Ball chronicles the campaign of former Cleveland Browns offensive lineman John Wooten to
right this wrong and undo decades of discriminatory head coach hiring practices--an initiative that finally bore
fruit when he joined forces with attorneys Cyrus Mehri and Johnnie Cochran.
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Advancing the Ball: Race, Reformation, and the Quest for Equal Coaching Opportunity in the NFL by N.
Jeremi Duru Following the NFL's desegregation in 1946, opportunities became increasingly plentiful for
African American playersâ€”but not African American coaches.
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