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pragmatic inference. 1. INTRODUCTION Euphemisms are used when we talk about "taboo or sensitive
subjects”, and therefore euphemistic language is "also the language of evasion, of hypocrisy, of prudery, and
of deceit" (Holder 2002: vi).
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A Dictionary of Euphemisms & Other Doubletalk is especially valuable for including many examples of actual
usage and for the amount of attention given to origins of expressions and first-known uses. A general
introduction explains the ways in which euphemisms are formed and how chains of euphemisms are created
as one term succeeds another.
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Euphemisms are use to replace social taboos, swearing, blasphemy, profanity and other offensive language,
but they can be used just to make a common word sound more sophisticated. Since euphemisms are indirect
expressions, the apprehension of a meaning can be difficult.
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