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A Box of Matches is both the title and central metaphor of Nicholson Baker's new novel. The narrator uses
matches each morning to build a pre-dawn fire, and While conventional novels have a central conflict that
builds to a crisis point, A Box of Matches works on a cyclical, postmodernist plane.
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A matchbox is a box made of cardboard or thin wood and designed to hold matches. It usually has a coarse
striking surface on one edge for lighting the matches contained inside. It usually has a coarse striking surface
on one edge for lighting the matches contained inside.
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